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TO HIS 


Honoured Friend B. A. Eſq; &:. 


SIR, 
Have received yours with what attended it, which 
was exceeding acceptable to me, not only as ſent 
by you, but upon the Reputation you give it, as 
wrote by a Perſon of Learning, and Temper, which 
two things concurring, make any Book acceptable to 
him, who pretends to any thing of an z»telligent and 7e- 
gemous Soul. And indeed I find the Book anſwering 
your Recommendation, and the Charafter I have always 
received of that excellent” Perſon, who is its repu- 
ted' Father, and whether he be or no, ' is no great 
matter, after I have told you that I like the complexion 
ef it. | 
The worthy Author feemeth to argue thus, 7hat if 
ur Church Symbolizeth at all with the Church of Rome, it 
mf be in her Deftrine, Worſhip, or Diſcipline, which 
Three things being all that are /ockcd up in that Ark, 
annot poitibly be denied. As to the latter, ( arguing 
cefly for a Communion in Worſhip ) he was not 
wncerned to ſpeak very much, nor indeed, as to the 
Firit, 


44 


Doctrine. 


rapped” by his Conſcience. 


(2) 
Firſt, .and*-that not for that reaſon only, but alſo be. 
cauſe I never met with the Dotreval part-of the 39, .4r. 
ticles charged. as Popifh, nor our Church refletted' on, 
as Symbolizing with that Idolatrous Church. in poiats of 


Hovvever, I'cannot but be- pleaſed to hear my Ah. 
ther well ſpoken of, though to me the 'needed'no fach 
Commendation-, being capable of no higher room in 
my thoughts , than indeed ſhe hath. upon. that ac. 
count. 

It is mightily fatisfatory to me, to. hear ſo excellent 
a Perſon aſſuring. us; That our Church alloweth. he 
Members the judgment. of diſcretion : It ſhe did not, it 
would be a mighty prejudice againſt her in my thoughts, 
For upon this Rock;. That every private Chriſtian u t 
prove all things, and to hold faſt that which is good is the 
Proteſtant Church builded. But this I cannor but think 
implieth a- liberty not on'y to: Believe and Fudge,. but 
to do alſo according to-what a man &elieves and judgeth. 
For otherwiſe he cannot hold faſt that which i good, 
with ſecurity to his Fingers, which muſt be continually 


He ſpeaketh very true as to the Popi/h Rites and Ce 
remonies, P. 3. and that thoſe in our Church are conpa- 
ratively few : But whether the uſe of thoſe few was log 
before Popery appeared in the World, I much doubt, un 
leſs he means Popery at its full growta; for that Myſte- 
ry of Tniquity-as to Rituals, began to work very early. 
And we muſt revive an Hundred more than we have, 
if we muſt take all for- approveable Rztes, which ( fo 
far as by Books we can underſtand ) were ufed in ſome 

art or other of the Church within F7ve hundred years 
after Chriſt, when the firſt of Popi/h DoQrines had, their 
Birth, ( faith our famous Jewel) _. oy | 


Q 
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| (3) 
1 cannot well underſtznd how 'our excelent Author, 
faith, that our Church doth not impoſe her Rites as neceſſa- 
unleſs he means as xeceſſary in order to Salvation ; 
pchey are certainly impoſed as weceſſary to Communion, 
without which no Mini/ter much Prearh, no (hild muff 
be Baptized, no Perſon muſt. receive the Lords Supper : 
Nor do I well underiiand how they are not made neceſ- 


fary to Salvation: When the Non-obſervance of them 
is made. ſinful, and meritorious of a being caſt out of 


the Charch, and cut off from the Body of Chriſt. To 
ky they are not made neceſſary becauſe they are deter- 
mined variable ; is only to fay : To the Superiours they 
are not neceſſary, either to Communien, or to Eternal 
Salvation: But to the Tyferiours, they are in praftice 
made neceſlary in both theſe ſenſes.. . 
- For what this excellent Perſon faith concerning Pav- 
gatary, Auricular Confeſſion , and the Dependency of the 
ara of the Sacraments on the Prieſts intention, The 
orthy Author ſaith well, if he means the 39, Articles 
own none of them. And there 1s an Author who hath 
come ſomething nigh the laſt, proving, That Presbyters 
can hate mo power to Ordain, becauſe the Biſhops that 
Ordained them, never intended to confer any ſuch power 
them, 

The Worthy Author ſpeaketh very much, and very 
truly to the honour of our Church, that ſhe in 39. Ar- 
ticles, neither alloweth mage Worſhip, nor Invocation 
of Saints, nor Pardons, nor Tranſubſtantiation, nor the 
reftraint of the reading the Scripture from the Vulgar ; nor 
aloweth Praying or Adminiſtring the Sacraments in an 
uknown Tongue, nor robbing the Laity of the Cup, nor 
the Dottrine of Suter-erogation ; nor yet alloweth {imple 
Fornication, Exc. Nor did I ever hear the 39. Articles 
carged with any ſuch thing He' might have added 

B 2 much 


P. 4 


P. 5. 


P. 6.9, 


8, 9. 


(4) 
much more. Our Church in her Artic/es- maintaineth 
Art. 6. The ſufficiency of the Scriptures in all things neceſ, 

ſary to Salvation ( which the Fapiſts impudently deny). 
Art. 9. She maintains zhe Univerſal Guilt of Original "Sin 
the ſinfulneſs of Concupiſcence and Luſt, contrary to the 
Popiſh Decree in the Council" of Trent, Art. 10, The impo- 
tency of Man's Will to any thing truly and ſpiritually good 
She maintaineth, Art. 11. That we are accounted righte. 
ous before Gud, only for the merit of our Lord Feſus Chrif 
by Paith,. not for our own Works ; and that 7t is.9 mt 
wholeſome Doftrine, and very full of comfort that we are 
Tuſtified by Faith Onely, contrary to the Popiſh Dofrine, 
which accurſcth- thoſe that fo hold; Art. 12. That good 
works are the. fruits of Faith, and follow after Faſt ificati- 
on. — That they ſprang neceſſarily out of true and livel 
Faith , contrary to the Popsſh Doftrine in this point. 


Art. 13. She. teacheth, 7 hat works done” before the Grace. 


of Chriſt, aud the Tafpiration of his Holy Spirit are mt 
pleaſant to God ;. foraſmuch as they ſpring not out of 
Faith, &c. Yea, That: they have the Nature of Sin, Art: 
17. She ſaith, Predeſtination to Life is the everlaſlin 
purpoſe of God, whereby before the foundations of the Warld 
were laid, he. hath conſtantly Decreed by his-Counſel (ſe: 
cret to us ) to deliver from Curſe and Damnation thoſe 
which he hath chofen- in Chriſt: out of Mankind, and to 
bring them by- Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels 
made to honour, &c. Art. 18. That Holy Scripture. doth 


ſet out.to us only the name of Feſus Chriſt by which we can 


be ſaved. All which Doarines are as- contrary to Pi- 


pery, as light unto darkneſs, and in all which Idare fay 


moſt Diſſenters agree; and I am heartily glad, that the 
conſulted. brevity of the excelent Author, hath given me 
leave to ad fo much in the: commendation. of the 47- 
ticles of the Church.of England. . 


Whati 
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God acknowledged, as alſo in the Rztaals relating to 
the other Sacrament. And: the diliance of our Church 
fom that of ome in other things mentioned, p. 7, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 15 as freely owned by them 


But I do not well-underſtand what this' exce/ent Per- 
ſm would have us to conclude from hence : Is it that the 
Thirty nine Articles have in them nothing, akin to Po- 

/ as to matters of Faith ? 1here is not I dare fay, 
# Judicious Difſenter in England will ſay they have. 
A very Reverend Author hath proved their Creed the 
fame with that of the Church of E:g/and, by proving 
the Articles and Fomilies of our Church to ſpeak the 
lame thing that the Aſſemblies leſſer Catechiſme faith. 
Another Book alſo wrote by an Ingenious Author, and 
alled trum Horum, hath ſufficiently proved both the 
Diſenters Conformity in this thing, to the Do@rine 
of our Church, and our Churches Diſſonancy from Po- 


ry. X | 

Or will this excellent Perſon conelude trom hence, 
that becauſe our Church Symbolizeth not: with that 
Church in DoC&rine : Therefore ſhe in nothing Symbol;- 
vthwith that'Syagogue, or atleaſt in nothing but is fo 
Yemial as conſciencious Chriſtians may hold full and per- 
k& Communion with her 2: Some few things muſt be 
ſpoken in that caſe. 

Asin England we have a ſilent, and a ſpeaking Law; 
ſ we alſo have a filent, and a ſpeaking Church, The: 
(ratute Books, and Books of Caſes, will tell us what the 


flent Law of England is, but up ſtarts a- young { awyer, 


i brisk: Gentleman at the Cuſhion, and tells' us he is' 
| Lex 


What the Worthy 41thor further faith of the Pofiſh P. 10.7; * 
Fooleries, with reference to Baptiſm 1s both true, and 12,13, 14, 
the Reformation of the Church of England thankfully to 15, 16. 


. 3 | 
Lex loquens, and we muſt let- him ſpeak, and never tel 


 - him: of Book Caſes, or Statutes either ; If we will noe 
believe whar he faith to be Law, we muſt yet ſuffer 
what he Decrees for Law ; we know the Dodtrine of 
the Church of England in the 39. Articles : But this is 
but. Eccleffia Mata, how many have we that will tell us, 
We-are - Eccleſia Loquens, the Living Church of England, 
and we tell you ; that a'though you may not terminate 
your Worſhip in an Image, yet you may Bow down and 
Worſhip the true God before an Image. That d. parted 
Saints know. our States here upon the Earth , and are 
praying to God for us, and why then may we not pray 
to them ? That is, intreat them to ſpeak to God on our 
behalf. That it is true, no Man can ablſolve another 
from the Guilt of Sin but God, authorztate propria, by 
his own authority ; but any Prieſt may do it authoritate 
fibi commiſs4, by a Commiſſion from God, and that 
more than geclaratively, ( for that indeed 1s nothing at 
all ) and if fo, he faid true concerning Confeſſion in the 
Ear of the Prieſt, who faid male aboletur, that it was 
ill aboliſhed. The Ecclefa Muta indeed owns neither 
Tranſubſtantiation, nor Conſubſtantia; ion : In her Articles 
ſhe denies the firſt, in her Declaration (annexed now 
to our Common Prayers ) ſhe ſaith the firſt is an Jdolatry 
to be abhorred ; and as to the latter ſhe ſaith, The Na 
tural B.dy and Blood of our Saviour is not here, but i 
Heaven, it being againſt the truth of Chriſts Natural Bo 
dy to be at one time in more places than one. But have 
we had none that have ſaid zf 7s really there, and have 
endeavoured to make the World believe, .This was the 
Dotirine of the Ancient, and always hath been the De- 
trine of our Church > Our Ecclefia Muta indeed allows 
no Prayer in'an unknown Tongue, and why? But becauſe 


the People cannot; then underſtand, but have we none 
that 


er Oz OCh* Wa 


; (93 
that pleadeth, that even our Conformable Congregations 
ge bur Comventicles, becauſe the Miniſter readeth not 
the Communion Service at the Altar, whete in maſtitudes 
of Congregations the People cannot hear a Line from 
him?2: Our Eccle/ia Muta indeed will not allow the Peo-. 

to be Robbed of the Cup in the Lords Supper ; but 
ye we none will tell us, that whole Chrift 1s under 
thher Element, and upon what'other foundation doth - 
that Sacrilegious Romy/h Praftice ſtand 2 Our Fecclefta 
Muta indeed declares againſt Works of Syper-erogation', 
bat have we none who have ſo interpreted the Ten Com- 
mandments, that he who will ever be Saved, muſt do a 
great many ſuch ? 

To ſumm up the reſt ſhortly, do not Members of our 
Ficlefia Loquens tell us, that Original Sin is rather our 
misfortune than our Guilt 2 That Concupiſcence is no Sin. 
That Man hath a power in his own Will to chuſe, and do 
what us ſpiritually good. That we are not accounted righte- 
ws before God, only for the merits of Chriſt. That we are 
wt juſtified by Paith alone. That good works muſt go be- 
fore Fultification, and ave not the fruits of Faith, but 
Faith it ſelf. That there is no eternal Predeftination of 
Perſons unto Life, and the means tending thereunto. We 
ſpare any names in theſe Caſes, and are very far from 
thinking that there are not multitudes 'of Holy and 
Learned Men in our Ecclfia Logaens, that in theſe things 
are of another mind, | | | 

But if any be otherwiſe, we hope that Worthy Perſon 
who wrote this Book, will neither excuſe them from 
Smbolizing with the Church of R:me, even in 7oftrines 
of higheſt mo;zent , nor yet condemn Diſſenters for Se- 
paration from them; or their Afſemblies, becauſe they 
do'it as to keep a Communion with the Apoſtolical 


Church, -ſo alſo with the Ecclefia  Huta Anglicana, and Gal. 1.7,8. 


It 


it is impoſſible they ſhould in theſe things 'have a Com. 


munion, both. with the lent, and with this part of the 0 


ſpeaking Church of England. IEG | 
 lInrequital of this piece of Charity, I dare undertake 
that all the valuable Perſons in Presbyterian, or Iyde. 
pendent Congregations ſha:l give any reaſonable aſſurance 
.to thoſe who queſtion it. That they are not in Heart 
divided from a fing/e Perſon in the Church of England 
who believeth and ſpeaketh in matters concerning Dy. 
frine, as our Church doth in her Articles; ſo tar are 
| they from accuſing her in their thoughts of $ymbolizj 
in them with the Charch of Rome. And do heartily wi 
that their conſent in them might make them Articles, 
what others ſpeak them, [nſtrumentum Pacis, in a bet- 
ter ſenſe than they underſtand that term. Were no other 
Aſſent and Conſent required, how ſoon ſhould a'l the 
good and ſober Divines, and Chriſtians of Egland be 
agreed, as it becomes the ſame Mothers Children 2 But 
as it was never judged a ſufficient clearing of the Chu c< 
of Rome, from the Guilt of rhoſe 7enets, about the lay: 
fulneſs of Excommunicating, Depoſing, and Murther- 
ing of Princes, &c. for them to tell us, That theſe ar 
no Doftrines of their Church, becauſe never Decreed by 
any General Councils : So if any Poftrines of Popery le 
Preached and Publiſhed by any Perſons in any Church, 
and thoſe Perſons ſuitered and app'auded in it, I do 
not think it a ſufficient acquittal for that Church to fay, 
there are no ſuch things in her Arti-les, Loquere ut te 
videam, It is the ſpeaking Church muſt go for the Church, 
as well as the ſpeaking Law muſt go for Law, as fo in- 
feriours praftices, if thev have no mind to ſmart for the 
defence of a Chimera : But there 1s Sir, encugh of this 
faid, It is with ail thankfulneſs to God acknowledged; 
1. That the Articles of the Church of England are wy 


far 
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F N from Symbolizing with the Church of Rome. 2. That 
Hundreds .of the. ſpeaking Church are ( as we believe ) 
23 far from .it as the Articles. 3. That in this thing a 


 begsing of thy Queſtion: I is this; 


———_ No : 


Separation from the filext, as well as this part of the 
ſpraking Church rauſt needs be highly ſinful : Though 
we think that if any teach otherwiſe, our Separation from 
them can be no. Separation from the Church of Eugland, 
becauſe their ſo teaching declares them to be no part 


of it. | 


' - But. Sir, our excellent Author will not ( nor indeed 


doth he ) ſay that, becauſe the Church of England in 
Dotrine doth not Symbolize with the Charch of Rome ; 
therefore ſhe $y3m9b0/izeth with her in nothing, he ſaith 
indeed the contrary. We do moſt heartily agree with 
this excellent Perſon, that it u our Indiſpeyſable Duty 
to agree not only with Papi/ts, but with Turks, in things 
either in their own nature good, or made ſo by a Divine 


Precept. We do allo as heartily believe that our Reverend 
Fathers and Brethren, that it ws an inexcuſable Sin to a-_ 


gree with her, 1:2 any thing which is evil in its own. Na- 
ture, or made ſo by a Divine Prohibition. So that ( as 


he rightly ſaich ) the Queſtions betwixt us can only be: 


concerning things in their own Nature indifferent, 1 will 
yet crave leave to narrow it a little more. 7? is only con- 
earning things to be uſed in the Worſhip of God, which the 
parties uſing them confeſs to be indifferent, that is, to 
have bzen fo before they were uſed by 7deolaters. 

., Our excellent Author ( Sir) tells us, p. 24, he hath 
eften,wordred how this ſhould be a queſtion; ſeeing whatſo- 
ew; ** of an 1:41fferent Nature, as it is not commanded, 


ſeit ;: wot farbidden, and where there 7s no Law, there 
is #0 *-4 efron How this ſlipt the Pen, Sir, of fo 
excellent x Parſon, I cannot tell ; for it is an obvious 


Whether 


P. > 


(30) 
| Whether a thing in its own Nature indifferent, be iq 


The Que-- indifferent as to Chriſtians uſe in God's Worſhip, 


ſtion ſta-- 


ted. 


when it hath been once nſed in Idolatrous Serviez, 
If the uſe of it be neither naturally neceſſary ty 
the Worfhip of God 4 it 8 an humane Att 3 nor 
ſuitable to the ends of it, nor ſuch without which i 
cannot in common Judgment be decently performed, 


From whence theſe things will follow, as things out 
of controverſy betwixt us 

i. That things which God hath commanded us the uſe 
of in his Worſhip, may, and muſt be uſed, though Idols 
zers do the ſame, The Jews did not leave Sacrificing, 
becauſe Idolaters alſo offered Sacrifices. | 

2. That time, and place, muſt be uſed in God's Worſhiy, 
and ſo alſo ſome geſtures, though Idolaters have uſed 
them, becauſe no humane a&tion can be done without 
them. 

3. That things of meer conventency . for a Religiou 


 Attion, for the ſervice of the ends of it, may be uſed, 


though Idolaters have uſed the like, ſo as none ſcry- 
ples the uſe of Churches to meet in, of places higher 


. than the reſt, for Speakers to ſpeak from, of Seats to 


fit - or upon , of Haſſocks and Matts to kneel up. 
on, 9c. | 18 

4. That things obviouſly decent in the Judgment of al 
may be uſed; We muſt not come to the Worſhip of God 
Naked, becauſe Idolaters come Clothel ; nor muſt our 
Women come with their Hair diſhevelled, &'c, becauſe 
Popiſh Women come with their Quoifs and 7foods on, 
The Qzeſtion is about no ſuch things as theſe, but ſuch 
only as are neither neceſſary by any Divine Precept, 
nor Naturaly, nor Morally upon any of theſe accounts. 

| | , 
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(11) 


1 1 muſt confeſs, Sir, 1 do think that Zanchyes Rule is 
at leaſt /afef, ( and you know Sir, I» dubiis anime , 


tatior pats ct eligenda, in matters of Sin, the ſafeſt 
rart is always to be preferred) there is no playing for 
2 Wiſe Man about the ZZo/e of the Aſp, or Den of the 
(ackatrice, 


That in matters of Worſhip, if the things uſed by Ito- 

' laters be neceſſary ; we mult ſeparate the abuſe, and re- 
tain the uſe : But in _ not ſo, both the abuſe and 
the uſe alſo ought to be aboliſhed, | 


And the very reaſon for this is, becauſe there is no 
neceſſity of retaining ſuch «ſages. I cannot underſtand 


what elſe is the meaning of the Apoſtle in that his Ap- 


plication of the words found, P/al. 24.1. In 1 Cor. 11.28, 
But if any Mani ſay unto you, this is offered in Sacrifice 
anto [dols, Eat not for his ſake that ſhewed it, and for 
Conſcience ſake ; for the Earth is the Lords, and the ful. 
xeſs thereof, Thoſe laſt words, as well as the former, 
are brought in as an Argument why they ſhould not 
Eat meat. once Offered to Idols : For the Earth is the 
Lords, and the fulneſs thereof. That is, you ſhall not 
need ſtarve, though you do not Eat that Mear, there is 
other Meat enough for you to Eat. There is a fulneſs up- 
on: the Earth, God hath” abundantly provided for you. 


You :know that /dolatry (like Whoredow to which it is 


often compared ) is the higheſt Sin in its kind, that 
Idols are rhe greateſt Abominations. What: need you 
Eat: the Meat hath been- ſet before them, as if an Huſ- 
band could find no Diſh irom his Wife, but what comes 


off, from the Tabie of a Whore. 


. I muſt pruieſs to you (Sir) that when I conſider un- 
dr what terms of Divine Abhorrence and Deteſtation, 
C 2 G God 


P, 26.. 


"P-37: 


- $8 Wi. 
God' every where mentioneth /dv/atry in Holy W 
and. the dreadful puniſhments threatned, and, infli 


upon his deareſt. people for it. I cannot poſſibly oet : 
leave of my ſelf to be of the mind of this excelent Au. 


thor, that the Texts, Lev. 18.2. Deut. 14; 1. Lev. 19.8, 
are meerly to.be underſtood of things in-themſelves Evil 
For though it is. reaſonable to limit ſome of them to 


Religious Obſervances, otherwiſe we muſt indeed go-out Þ 


of the World : And'the following pert of the Chap: Le. 
wit. 18, gives ſome colour to interpret that place of 


things morally Evil; yet why are they forbidden under 


the notion of things done after the doings of the Egypti: 
ans and the Canaanites ? Nor in Dent. 14. 1, Levir. 19.8, 
capable of ſuch! a ſenſe. But becauſe our excelent Au- 
thor tells us he can find no other Texts that make more, 
if ſo much, for this purpaſe, I ſhall defire you Sir, but to 
conſider Zoſea'z. 16, 17. v. 17. 1 will take the names if 
Baalim out of her mouth, and leſt any ſhould tell you 


that the Name of Baalim is no more than Baalim; and 


the ſenſe no more than I will deſtroy Idolatry, the ex- 
poſition ſtands very near it, v. 16. Thou ſhalt call me Ihi, 
and ſhalt call me no more Baali. Baali-was a: very good 
name, if we conſider in it ſelf, wltat doth-it ſignity more 
than' My Lord 2- Adonai is of the fame ſignificance, by 
which name- it' was never unlawful to call God, either 


under” the Old or New T:/tament; but: becaufe the Idol 


was called Baali, God abhorred it,. though he allowed 
himſelf to. be. called by an@ther:name of the fame: ſigns 


ficancy;-nor will I belteve the Reverend Author himſdf 
owns that'it was lawful for the Fews'to apply themſelves. 
to Gcd under the-name'of Baal:. | 


I can as little agree. with rhe-exce/ent: Author, in the 
reaſon that, he Aſſigns of God's fo tri/t- Prohibition to 
the Jews of all Idolatrons uſages, becauſe of the pronentſs 

| | of 
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- Bile Jews to Jdolatry, to which. he thinks People are 
wow ſo prone. That the Jews. were prone to_Idola- 
i. Leaſfily grant, but that People now are more de-, 
uely inclined, -I very much doubt; I am ſure they had 
"meh-more reaſon then, than now to be averſe to it, ha- 
ns more miraculous operations, and extraordinary ap- 
arances of God to them than we can now pretend, 
$:{1 am ſure the hearts ot all are by nature nbw as bad 
s then, If we have a greater Anzipathy to Popery, 1 
bar the JriſÞ Rebellion, and the Throats of ſo many 
joufands then cut, and the Fire of London, and other 

yaces have more contributed to it, then peoples natural 
ndinations-to 7rue Worſhip, or averſions from Idolatry., 1 
not underſtand- the reaſon why the ſame diſtance 
hould-not be kept betwixt Protetants and Papiſts, as 
herween the Jews: and the Fgyptians, when we have 
er Biſhop of Rocheſter, and ,Cofterus as great as he, 
onfefſing, That if the Bread in the Lords Supper, be 
\ Bt upon the - Prieſts Conſecration Tranſubftantiated into 
. Wir Body of Chrzſt, they are as great [dolaters as ever 
wre i» the World; than which nothing can be more 
mly ſpoke. Nay, I believe thoſe that Worſhip the 
lus, Mooxrrand Stars, are far more- excufable than: the 
ts who at more contrary to their Senſes. _ t 
The Worthy Author comes to take notice of fome 
yho have limited the unlawfulneſs of Symbolizing with 
llalaters, to things that have been notortouſly abuſed in 
 Biidatrous and groſs ſuperſtitious Services... In ſuch in- 
- Fllinces indeed the Argument holds a Majorz, but I can- 
it ſee any reaſon, why any things (not. falling. under 
tie Qualifications before mentioned ) ſo uſed in Divine 
Worſhip by Idolaters, ſhould be fo retained, and ſhould 
$atbe concluded. to be prohibited ; indeed //azah 39.22. 
md Deat; 7. 25, 26. ſeem aot to con Jude it ſtrictly ( if 
$3 4 any 


[HF . F 
any will be contentious.) But I do not think Rev,1;q;th 
to, which I ſhall add x Cor. 10. 28. ſo eaſily wiped of 
though the Author thinks the firſt impertinent ; Becawlh 
he faith, The Eating of things offered to Idols, is nothin 
better than joyning and complying with [dolaters, So int 
deed the Apoſtle determineth, v. 20, 21. But how | pra 
otherwiſe then /uterpretatively? The 7dol before whid ſ 
that Meat had been ſet, was neither to the Chriſtianeliſh 
the Objedtum quod, or term of their Worſhip ; nor thi 
Objeftum per quod, the medium by which they Work 1 
ed God, nor Objeftum motivum, what excited the 
Worſhip; nor indeed were the Chriſtians: when theaſſ8. 
did Eat in' any A& of Worſhip, doing ought but fel 
ing with their Neighbours, ' whiles one ſide of the 7alifie: 
( viz. the Pagan ſide) acted Religiouſly, feaſting uyiifif 
their Sacrifice; the Chriſtian ſide only c7villy, but ih 
cauſe the Meat had been upon the Zable of Devils + Jil 
Apoſtle determines ' that 'in their feaſts of this natuniſ#! 
they had a (ommunion with Devils, It is hard to m wy 
them 7dolaters in any other ſenſe than Tertu4;an maleliftt 
the mage makers working upon their Trade in makin 
Idols, or thoſe that amongſt Chriſtians Celebrated thei 
Holy Days, by adorning their Temples with #04), ly 
or Bays, as'the Pagans did, to be Idolaters : Things uffſ® 
innocent .enough if /zolarers had not ſet them thei 
Copy. | ' 

From what hato been ſgid Sir, you will eaſily unde 
ſtand rhat our Brethren are conſiſtent enough to then 
ſelves in' making uſe of Churches, Fonts or Bells, thoupii iſt 
they cannot allow peculiar Habits, and Croſſes, and 
Geſtures, and that they- need not as yet give up theifſÞhte 
Cauſe. | "uo 


Our excellent Author” cannot but know that Calraſill 
P. Martyr, Zanchy, and- others of our famous firſt Ref 


forme 


—_— (15) 
Sners have faid much more againſt the retaining un. 
ary things abuſed to /dolatry, than he can bring 
«oteſtify any of their approbation of them, and thar by 
1; Me Spirit of Prophecy they have lamented the probable 
Se ſtate of thoſe Churches, that had retained any 
ri Eegs belonging to thoſe old Birds, what Rel gion 
ih come t0-1n the Saxom, and divers other Lutheran 
hatches, We need not tell ſo great a Perſon, what 
tilts in coming amongſt us time wi'l ſhew. 
if For what our exce/lent Author faith, with reference 
ly Hezekiah's deliroying the Brazen Serpent, 2 Kings 
haffs.4 Ser up by Gods command, Num. 29. 9. It is very 
(ne: 1. That it was made an 1del; but no more than 
ie Groſs, or the Pifture of the Virgin Mary 1s at this 
ly made by the Papſts. 2. 1t was at that time atlu- 
8h uſed as an 1ol. So is the Croſs by the Papiſts. 3. The 
Wor were generally lapſed into this 7dolatry ; fo are the 
gifs univerſally. 4. There was little hope of re- 
aFming them any other way. There 1s every whit as 
leffitle hope. of reclaiming Papi/ts from their /dolatry of 
ine Croſs. 5. It was a probable 7empration to them to 
Wetry : May not the like be ſaid of what Diſſenters 
ltd againſt > 6, If ( he faith ) Hezekiah had Jet it 
ofied private perſons mizht have made uſe of it, to put 
8" in mind of the wonderful Mercy of God expreſſed by 
Witbeir Forefathers. 

7 The Queſtion at pre'ent under our debate is, whether 
zetiab might lawfully have let it ſtand, and removed 
1 into the Temple, whether his ſetting up by the Ark, 
i Mercy Seat, would have purged it ? Had he done it, 
re is no queſtion but private perſons might have 
Wie 2 lawful uſe of it, but that could ſhave been none 
vil in Divine Worſhip ; and if it had ſtood at' Day or 
ee, and* multitudes there Worſhipped it, I doubt 
not 


over to the Temple at #7 


 Churchr of. Rome is in no wiſe ſuch, as will make the(n « 
" munion with the Church of England unlawful. 


Ss + + Y * | "_ 
\Zey-might have: ſeparated and ould 
eruſalem without the leaſt $Þ 
Though the Prieſts. were a St ar eupon'Mizpeth,andayfh- 
ſpred upon Tabor to hinder it, Eh. 5. x. Surely Sir, of 
Reverend Author did not himſelf Corre& his Sheet, 
cannot think, elſe he ſhould have ger t-. . | 
his judicious Eye which I find p. 36. in theſe words, 


And much more. might they have lawfully continud 
the Communion of the Church, ſo long as there y 
no conſtraint laid upon them, to joyn with then 
their Tdolatry. | 


May then a conſciencious Chriſttan continue in t 
Communion of an 1dolatrous Society? ( Church 1 ean 
properly. call it:Y that he may dwell 1n a City of Iddf 
ters I doubt not, but may he be- in the Church Commu 
on of the People of that City, provided he may be h 
ſelf excuſed from bowing the Knee to Baa/? This I 
never believe till ſome can prove to me, that a | 
may lawfully contrary to the command of her Hug 
ſtay in a Family of Whoremongers, provided that 
be not.compelled to play the Whore. Hath Chriſt x 
Communion with Idols? Did not Fohn hear a'w 
from Heaven, ſaying, Come out of her my Peofle. Ifit 
not to be underſtood of a coming out from the Commu - 
of an /dolatrous Soctety, I would be glad to know wht ! 
meaneth. | { 

Our Reverend Author comes to his Third Head, wh * 
he ſtateth thus : 


That the Apgment of the Church of England, aud ij « 
! 


. \ 


4. this excellentperſon' had: pleaſed».to have faid: 4/77 
TE Communion, 1 had fully concurred with him, believing 
if. thit:the Church-'of E:g/azd : cannot” be juſtly charped 
| wichi[dolatry, and thatfome Communion may, wnd ought 
+ | tobe -beld with any, Church that is not. ſo charged; bur 

A ashe hath laid it, I cannot agree it. I am ſure Chriſt 
bd Commenion with the Femifh Church, 'and:T believe he 
had-1o..in all acts of «M/o:ſhzp. of his Fathers Inſtitution; 
and-I am as [ſure he had 'no Communion with them! in 
off the Traditional part of their Worſhip ; as 1/am ſure he 
yould not - himſelf pra&tiſe, what: he condemned ſo ſe- 
verely|.in thoſe; that praCtiſed it. . /There-may be a wide 
ditance betwixt twa Churches,: and: yet both of them' ſo 
faulty, that. a conſciencious Chriſtian: may not be / able 
wore a | afe Conſcience in. a/ things to have Colnmunion 
 vith-either of them. 1. #91-:441 
| Our «thor comes. to. confider- the particulars. if 
& vhich.he .confeſſerh that ithe:Church of Zngind Synbe- 
I hth with the- Church of 'Reme,'.but affirms that” they 
mY «e no juſt grounds for a Separatzon trom it. * Theſe he 
&þ _ to four heads. 

+1. The Government of our. Charch F Biſhops. 
to 12. Our Churches preſeribrug a gy or-ſet Forms 4-4 
Pray er. 

3. 4 Liturgy ſo contrived as ours is. 

+4. Certain Kites of our Church : Particularly he men. 
tiong'the- $urplice, the Croſs in Baptiſme, K; neeling at. the 
(ommuniou, the Ring in Marriage, the, ena gan. cer- 

# tan Holy-days. 
| inlore he 1] Leaks to theſe he premilſerh, S: 

1. That he takes it for granted, that al theſe things 
ae is their own nature. indifferent. 
12, That ' there.,.1s, no ;expreſs poſitive: Lanp of Gaal: a 
pint any. of - theſe things , only . conſequences drawn 

D 


from 


Pp+ 


P. 38. 


P. 39. 


them. © 


2. - That he # concerned: only to vindicate them from bi. 


ins wnlawfub, -npor the actount only of this one circum. 
Bier: VIZ. Our Symbolizing with rhe Church of Rome# 


them. es a ae 28 AL PH 

"There being few things to'be'named: unlawful inthe 
firſt ſenſe; that's, Having'a*ji#touſueſs and inamoraliy 
in them: conſidered abſtrattly from the» conſideration'6f 
the Divine. Will -as to rhem , it were a very high. charge 


for any to lay upon theſe four things, 'to ſay that in that 


ſenſe they were: unlawful, nor indeed can any thing pro- 


perly-be call'd unlawful,” againſt which there js — | 


tive Divine Law. But a contrariety toſome'expreſs poſitive 
Divine Law is not to be. expeed to render 'every thing 
unlawful that indeed is ſo. A thing fo concluded by'd& 
rect,firf, and juſt I from the' Letter of Ho- 
ly Writ, of -in\refpe&- of any ſinful cirommftance atteind: 
ing, is:(I think) by 'all Divines: determined unlewuſ: 


though not againſt the. pyroy, or letter of Holy Writ. But 


. our Author tells us his Province is only to- prove "they 


are not unlawful, becauſe of the Symbolizing tn then 
with the 'Cbarch of Rome, Indeed this is" Sir a+ narrow 
oint. | LOVE'S 
: We have already: granted that no zecefſary-thing can 
be thus made: w#lawful : If therefore ( as he ſaith) Go 
vernment:-by. ſuch 8Bi/bops as ours are, -be-an Apofolicd 
Inflitation,:tis: impoſſible. it ſhould be unlawful: vpon 
this one account. Whatſoever therefore this excellent 
Perſon hath fid upon this-point, p. 39. is ckarly no 
thing.ro the:Queſtion, 'being what nels party - judge 
;ndifferent, nor any yr of Gods's Worſhip : Only 
troubles me to read foworthy. a Perſon, \faying, 7 bws 
uot how our Brethren\will defend the. 4poltalical' In 


then 
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from Divine (Laws, or | ſome circamſtances attending I 
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| (19 ) 
tlowof the Lords day, while. that. they comtenl that this 
if: ſcopacy cannot: be .conthuded from. the uninterrupted 
Tradition of the Catholick-Gharch. - Certainly for the 4 
pholzeat pradtice m' the Obſervation of -the Lords day, 
we have the infallible Evidence of Holy Scripture, 
Ms 20. 1-Cor..16. Whereas for the other we" have but 
fow;- and: thoſe very incertain -Records for the Firft Two 
tyndred years ; nor of any claiming a 2 ny in-Ord;: 
gation , or - Juriſdiction - tor ſeveral Hundreds. of years 
gore, 'Diſſenters do allow Overſeers of the-Church (the 
ter 310 9-70s ſignifies no more}. to be indeed an 4po- 
| folttal Inſtitution, if that be all thar is pleaded for. 
| | The like might be faid of Ziturgzes, or ſet Forms of 
| Prayer, which cannot be indifferent, if indeed ( as the 
' B worthy Perſon faith) they be highly expedient -to be 
awiver/aly impoſed, yea weceſſary, or as others think, 
they be not lawful ſo to be impoſed. - For the Antiquity 
of them this excellent Perſon knows it is denied, but 
that debate he tells us will be the buſineſs of a New 
Diſcourſe, for which we ſhall patiently wait. 
* For the Method and Order of a Zztargy, this or that 
form, or thas and thus methodized ,- (- ſuppoſing the 
ny; of one univerſally impoſed) that may claim 
ſome indifference, yet not-ſuch, but-that alone ,” if 
a contrived in fubſerviency to the three general Rules, 
of Edification, the Glory of God, and- not giving offence 
ts any of the. Churches of Chriſt; may make it unlawful, 
$2 Divines will readily acknowledge. 
I muſt 


dt. ein. ad = Hil. 6.4. ot nn a ><: 
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profeſs (Sir) 1 never thought it lawful for 
ay Larck wholly to ſeparate from the Church of Eng- 
lard; becauſe of our Liturgy, nor.did my ſelf ever fo 

arare, But there is a -new- Generation ſtarted up, 

t'I fee hath'not only rriade me a Separati/?, but all 
(mformable Miniſters, if they do not every time read the 
y D 2 Second 
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P. 40. 


P, 41. 


P. 42,43. 


( 20)) 4. 
Second. Servieecat the. Altar, &6: If they.mauſt needs. he £| 
made Separatiſts, that are'not-.latisfied: to. joyn in every. 
Punftilio,. or Rite, or Phraſe, &c, Tam afraid in a ſhort 
time we ſhall: be put to. find Samnium in Samnjo, and 
come to his mind who ſaid there were of all the Clergy 
but Four rrue Sons of our Church,-(of which he counted 
himfelt for;one.) -Burt Sir, though I have this Larituds 
of Practice; yet I have alſo another Latitude of C Rarity: 
tor thoſe, who in this thing cannot fit their Foot by my 
Laſt, I cannot: judge it reaſonable that for that alone,their 
Feet ſhould he made faſt- in the, Stocks, and the Irons en- 
ter into. their Suuls, Whites: alſo; their .Bread is: taken 
from them. which they and 'their Families ſhould ear, 
and the Beds on which they ſhould-}ye down : Becauſe I 
would not that a Popiſh Inquiſitor ſhould do the ſame to 
me, - and I know our Saytours Precept, which is alſo a, 


Law of Nature, Matth. 7.12. 


This exceZent Perſon hath ſpied Four little. Thorns in: 
ſome Diſlenters fleſh, which he hath very charitably en, Þ 
deavoured to, pick out; I will candidly inquire if-no bit 
of them remain which may cauſe pain,, and hinder healz 


ng. | OO; \ 
The Firſt is the ſhortneſs of ſome Prayers, rather.fitted, Wl 
for ſome ſudden Ejaculations,than ſtated Solemn Prayer in, fiU. 
pablick Worſhip. Now I mult conteſs why I may not fay, W 
Amen to'a {ord have. Mercy upon.me. ( though. no morg, 
be faid ) I cannot tell.;' -But if-ſome Diffenters think that. 
throughout :the Scripture ,(-which is undoubtedly the 
beſt place to find patterns of-Prayer in there is nothing, 
like this to be found, either in the-Prayers. of Solomon, 
David, Jehoſaphat, Era,, Damel,; of,,any, othcrs,. and 
be.a-little ſtumbled at-it, I;cannot-condema them. : My, 
Tndifferent Spedtacles will oat fit; every. Mans SH nar; 
| wave. 


, OSS - 
ENS 
_ "a8 Hd 


| (24) 
hve 1aby-reaſon to-put. any Mans Eyes :out upon.:that 
a00unt,.- But I never.jmet with any, -who uponithis ac- 
aunt-cbarged our Formf*as, arlawfel, .if,any have inde- 
cently called them ſhort culs, and ſhreds of Prayers 4+4 
canor account for their Indifcretions : Grave things 
ought to.be gravely ſpoken of. > bom 
Alt +he Peoples. Obligation' to, or. Actual -bearing -'a 
park; with the: Miniſters 4n.reading the P/al/ms. or Hymns, 


, Bhighly. inconvenzent... 1. AS nor ſuting the Gravity: and 
| Blemnity of. the Action. 
Th forward in reading, read falle ;ott-times, . -3. Many . 
| ſpore Children and Giles underfland nct what they do: . 
) & Thoſe. that cannot Kead are.not Edified in a confu- 
. TW noiſe. not being able to, underſtand what is. Read 
Many lewd and prophane Perfpns,- thus.are made-ta |. 
kar a ſhare in the Mini/terial. part .of the publick War- 
y, whom the Primitive Church would: have kept at - 
he Charch Doors,, and the Jews would. have al:owed. 
dy to come into. the Court of. the Gentiles, ' 6, There 
no fuch Practice in the..Churches of . God in New Eng- 
ud, Scotland, France, Holand, &c..whether theſe things . 


I il not balance the. five thipgs ſpoken by the. Reverend. / 
#, W-Baxter for..it, I ſhall, Sir, leave to your. thoughts,. . 
y, Wjoſing this exce/cut. Authour to have not only. truly, , 


t.perfectly.. recited all. by - him ſpoken in . the. place... 
pted, for 1 have not his Book by me | Y 


bow, many, for I have heard they are. twa thirds.) 
this he.anſwereth, . They .are.good or bad, if bad, they: 
wt yot be uſed. if they were not. there,. —— If yood, this 
Woltzing cannot twake them bad,.,>- Qur Brethren will : 
EE .. allow , 


i Reſpondents I have. indeed often heard faulted; bur 
xrer affirmed to be -unlawful, though ſome think. it - 


z.; In regard many: of thoſe | 


P. 43. 


the. Third inſtance ;he gives, ci. the, taking; /ome«ofe-P.: 43; ; 
| Coles. out .of. the Roman Miſfal, (1 with he had tol d by 


(22) ns. 
«Low of reading the fame' Scriptures they-do, and why the k 
fhould they diſallow of the' ufmg what per fettly agreeth uy 
Scripture:becauſe they uſe-#t.' If by good he meanetvigh; 
cefſary, his diviſion is imperfett, for ſome: things aren; 
that ſenſe neither Good nor Bad, but Indifferent, will 


made good or bad according to- circumflances.' I knyy 
that Diſenters will fay, that the Forms of Prayer ſpokall; 
of are of that Nature Not neceſſary, becauſe not- iff 
manded by 'God in his Worſhip. Not /tufu! iv tha 
ſelves, becauſe not forbidden, not having any falſe pul 
poſitions in them. But they conceive «the former' ule 
"them in an Idolatrous Service, makes them come-und8i 
the ſecond notion; I am not wholly of thar mind, 'bullif 
that is the To CuropJpoy. _ 
I hear them ſometimes ſaying, The Meat once offi 

ed in Sacrifice to Idols, was in it ſelf neither Good nf 
Bad, Not neceſſary, they might eat other meat, 'and iſh» 
that alone, Not /inful or:unclean upon any other accouty 
than that it had been once offered: to an Idol. Noy wilt 
femply on that account, for if they happened to buy itil 
the Shambles, or in a Cooks-ſhop , they might lawkillih 
eat it, asting no queſtion for Conſcience ſake, 1 Cor. 101i 
if they met with it at another Table, and did-not kowiiam 
it had- been fo offered they might ear, v.27. But if thy? 
knew it had been ſo offered, if any told it them, af 
.not ( ſaith the Apoftle, v. 28.) for his ſake that ſheweiihi 
#r:y-that is, for ear of ſcandalizing thy Brother, and 
Conſcience ſake, to-miaintain in thy ſelf a good Conſcienifing 
.: zeward God, And why 2. Becauſe thou arr at liberty, thailto{ 
haſt other--mear enough ro eat, for the Earth i iid: 
L ords, and the fulneſs thereof. Now ( fay our poor un 
fliced Brethrer ) what neceſſity is:there more of uſe 
there was of earirg that meat's Are we not an Er 


xs? Why ſhould not we. think God faith'to us, cat- 


Eixs well as for their fake who tell us of it and will 
Hh aig jeved,.'as:for the feepiug- of our. own Conſciences 
«I das towards God? I muſt own that for this very rea- 
nll @@; 1do aot think any ſuch Compefitions fit to be cho- 
ole... oaly: difter-from my Brethren, that I think, that 
viſhey; being made ww/amful only by, circumſtances : Acon- 
nll (tire of a: her circumſtances may cure them of unlaw- 
lanes, 2s 1 do not doubt but the"Chriſtians at Corimh 
+npht-have-caten even of thoſe meats, if they could not 
wllaterwiſe have; ibeen preſerved from. being 1tarved. A 
e Obfor of Precepts in ſuch caſes -goeth a great way, and 
&Siboth cannot, that of moſt weight muſt be obcyed. 
bifisa mighty error that ſome are in 'on both fides,. ei- 
" Biter to think, That all which 3x mot to be choſen, is not 
"af; or that that which under ſome circumſtances. is not 
ſod, continues ſounder all others. I ſhould -not chuſe 

wall the Pope, £is Holineſs here in England, but if I. 
mvee at Rome, and muſt do it or be thrown into the - 
-fſtzor, 1 ſhould not much fſcruple it I think. - I faid 


itfdore, 1-am not of theſe Brethrevs Opinion, ' who-upon . - 


es Argument forbear to hear the Common-Prayer, but T 
\ oper them, and wiſh I had a better anſwer. to their Ar-. 
Wancnt than I have. rh 
te The laſt thing our excel/ent Author inſtanceth in-as 
, ldped for a juſtifick cauſe of Separation, is the ap- 
eoeiining - Leſſons out of the Aporryphal Books: I never 
dard cais urged as a ſolcly ſufficient cauſe,” and am: far 
inns thinking it is, .I muſt «confeſs it is a little\Regrer - 
balo-lome people, to hear the Stories of 7obir, and Bell 
; ad the Dragon read to people coming not to-hear :Ro- 
or ces; nor \ humane. Writings, 'but the Word of God, 1 - 
uugwthink: ſome parts of .the Apocrypha are appointed to 
tiaenad on Sxrdaye, ' but whether at be ſo. or.no, :Hply- 
ul days . 
he 


P. 45. 


 days"are the ſame with Sabbath days, to-thoſe wha 
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there- is nothing but  Traditios tor \cirher-; My ru 
read-i a Complex 'adt'vf Worſbip, they:muſt be a;pur's 
Worſhip when evet they are read (they juſtle' our rat 
ing the Scripture which is a part of Worſhip.:)' I only 
name this; being ſatisfied my ſelf thati a Complex. Aiko 
Worſip may'lawfully enough-benterrupted, with. re; 
ing a Proclamation; ori Declaration, or . Brief, or-*knk 
liſhing the Banes' of Matrimony, though I think it were 
better otherwiſe, - If all cannot judge by my reaſon; ye 
methinks they ſhould not-for it be forced. out. of the 
Wits, nor made to'do what: they cannot (. as well a${j} 
apprehend lawful. - 'Certainly if the. wiſe God had-ayy 
intended his people ſuch a' thing, he would have ma 
them more equal meaſures of apprehenſions ; but decls 
ring his Will for greater. meaſures of charity, than: the 
Paſſions of men Will ſufter them tocuſe, it is no wonde 
that he did no farther provide for mens relict againſt tle 
effeas of others Paſſions. 7 

Our Reverend Author (Sir) cometh next to. conk 
der the Difſenters . Plea tor Separation , from the hn 
bolizing' in fome Rites, and Ceremuaues: | with th 
Church of 'Romei ' AS to which, - he obſerveih in the gene 
ral, | [11557 aan 
1. That our Ceremonies are not the hundredth part 1 
thoſe uſed by them, 'T hat is very true, for in.thewr Wor 
ſhip, it is almoſt-as hard to find an 1»ſ/iration of-Chrif 
as ro:find a Needle in a Bottle of Hay,' according toouſ 
uſual \Proverb. But we may as well Symbolize-in: thin 
as 'in three. | | 

2:1 Second'y he: faith, our Church impoſeth them n 
as things 1) Religion or: neceſfſity,. or. meritorious (Service! 
If 1 remember . right Sir, the Auguſtane:Canfeſſon'thi 
exaiſcththe Lutheran” Churches tor their retaming may 
WL} tak | 
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4 (25) Tg 
than we do; but I could never underſtand any thing of . 
{except the: /aſt brarch, Are not thoſe Rites impoſed 
warceſary which the Miniſter. muſt uſe, or not Preach, 
or Baptize, or Adminiſter the Lords Supper, and with- 
out: which People .muſt not Obey Chriſt in eating and 
drixking at his Holy Table? Are not thoſe things made 
ogg Religion, without the uſe of which Men muſt 
got. be Religious ? For the particular Ceremonies he in- 
fanceth in, they are but Three : The Surplice, the Croſs 
is Baptiſme, and Xueeling in the At of Receiving the 

per. From whence I obſerve, That coming up to the 
Rails, Receiving the Sacrament, Bowing at the Name of 


| 2, &cc, are things left at liberty. 


ll 7 For the Sarplice, he rightly obſerveth (Sir) that all 


are not obliged to wear it, nor am I ſcandalized at the 
iht of it, 10r am 7 ſure they uſe a Garment of the ſame 
form in the Church of Rome, though they uſe ſome of 


T the ſame colour, ſo as I doubt whether in that we do 


Symbolize with the Church of Rome or uo, any further 


Þ than we appoint a Garment to be uſed in an 4 of 
MI Worſhip, which we will not ſuffer to be worn elſewhere, 


T that it is neither meerly for Neceſity, nor zatural 


Y Decevcy , nor Ornament, nor for diftinftion, ( for then 
''F why ſhould not all Miniſters wear it at other times? ) 
MM hich are all the Ends of Garments I know, - For what 


ue is it then? if wholly uſeleſs, why is it made neceſ- 


"Slay to him that Miniſtreth in Worſhip? May not ſuch 
ou thoughts as theſe ariſe in weaker Chriſtians, or jealou- 


es of fome homage by it intended unto-God? But it 


'F wtfalling firictly under the Queſtion in debate, (which 
oF about Symbolizirg in uſage with an Idolatrous Church )- 


T1 ſhall paſs -ic over, believing that none keep from 


hu (Church upon that ſingle account. 


E For 
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For the Croſs in Baptiſme, 1 ſee no reaſon for a _ 


Separation from the Church of England, upon that-az 
count ; it is enough if- he gets his Child privately Bape. 
zed without it, and being ſo Baptized, forbears tobr; 
it afterward to be Baptized again by it. | It is alſo ver 
true, that we make no ſuch uſe of it as the Papiſs; 
But the Queſtion is, whether we do not by it - Symbolize 
with them, in adding to the Dzvine Inſtitution unneceſſh 
rily, or attributing to the' Sign of the Croſs more" than 
is truly due to'it as the Pap/ts do : 'To expound Dei. 
cated by Declared, is as Catachreſtical a uſe of the word, 
Neither can any private Dofor {though greater than 
Dr. Burges) arrogate any authority to give the ſenſe of 
Terms uſed:in Laws; what ſome particular parts of the 
Primitive Church might do we cannot tell, nor are we 
to live by their Faith ; But I have faid enough, grant. 
ing this no ſufficient cauſe of a zoral Separation, 
For Kneeling in the Ait of Receiving the: Lords Sw- 
per, Sir, I maſt needs fay, that the 'Peclaration added 
to our Common Prayer-Book, hath very much abated 
the ill appearance it before had. But yer I think fome 
thing more muſt be faid before the /awfu/neſs be clear 
ed to: every one, who' deſires to: live up to the Divim 
Rule. | 
| That excelent Decliratron indeed. freeth it from any 
Adoration of a Creature, upon a ſuppoſition that it is 
ſtrangely Meramorphoſed into the Creator (which is the 
Pop#ifh Error ) it alſo freeth-it from the Noyſenſe of Wor- 
ſhipping a Body which is not there; or if zt he, is N 
Body : But admit a Chriſtian to doubt, Whether it be 
lawful for him to perform an Adt of external Adoratim 
to the true Gog,. upon the view of a Creature expoſed ti 
his View, on purpoſe to excite that Adoration ; and i 
juſtification of. his doubt of the /awfulze/5 of it to _ 
| e 
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ie ; evam may 2 , which is,. if thou ſhalt Worſhip 
hefore ME. Mathew faith , Ecuy TEIT VION 91, IF thou 
fult\Worſhip me; from whence he may ſay appears, 
That it is the fame thing to. Worſhip a Creature, and the 
true God before a Creature, calling to us for that homage. 
this taken away by the Declaration ? Indeed the De- 
caration faith, zt is well meant for a fignification of our 
humble, and grateful acknowledgment of the benefits of 
Chriſt therein given to all worthy receivers, which it may 
te fatisfieth me, abſtracting my thoughts from the 
Bread while I am upon my Knees. Bur if all cannot be 
{> fatisfied ; ſhall they therefore be ruined for their 
doabt in this thing 2 Which is no ſuch plain caſe as thoſe 
medicate it, who do not underſtand where the difficul- 
tylies : If it had, ſo Learned Men as Mr. Calderwood in 
his 4ltare Damaſe. and the Author of the Engliſh Cere- 
mics, and very many Scottiſh Divines ( never denied 
the repute of Learned Men by any, who themſelves had 
ny Learning ) could not have been ſo poſitive, and Ar- 
mentative in it as they are. Our Saviours ſaying no- 
thing of the Poſture, 1s nothing to the purpoſe when the 
meſtion is about a Poſture of Adoration only : Nor doth 
it prove what our Reverend Author faith, That Chriſt 
hath left the Gefture to the Churches determination. Our 
Kwiour bid his Diſciples Baprize, but ſaith nothing of 
fater, nor from what Fountain or River hath he-there- 
fire lefe it to rhe Churches determination ; That Mini- 
ſers ſhall Baptize only with Roſe water, or Water fetch- 
d from the River, &c. Sir, I have better thoughts for 
the exce//ent Author then to think he will aſſert ſuch a 
ting, yet che reaſon would be the ſame. | 
+ do-not think what our Author. mentions,'p. 5o. of 
te;Rinz in Marrzage worth ſpeaking to. Diſſenters be- 
g.- E 2 lieve 
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7.”compared' with Matth. 4. 9, Luke hath 2: 
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lieve Marriage a Civil Aion , to which Prayer ag 
Exhortation 1s only added, as Prayers and a Sermog'ig' 
ſometime applied to a Seſſions or Afrzes. They gene) 
rally believe the Rizg a civil pledge, or uſage inſtead of 
which the ſtate may, when it will, appoint any other." 
nor, I believe, did any Diſſenter ever Separate from the Þ 
Church on this account, or from the generality of Man 
kind in refuſing to Marry becauſe of this uſage : Theres Þþ 
fore how it comes into our debate I cannot tell. EY 
P.52,53, For Holy-days ( which 1s our excelent Authors lift 
Ce. inſtance ) Sir, all Diſſenters I ever met with haye 
thought, | | 
1. That it-is Gods Prerogative alone to make a Da f 
Holy, 1. e. fuch as it ſhall be finful for any to: labour Þ 


10! 


2. That God's Revelation of his Will for Solemn Praj. 
ſes upon the receits of Signal Merces ; or Solemn Pray. Þ 
ers in times of great diſtreſs, juſtifieth Magiſtrates or 
Churches in ſetting apart in ſuch caſes, Days for Praiſe 
and Prayers. - | | 
2. That all ſuch days ought to be.entircly ſpent in-Re'Þ 
ligtous Exerciſes. | j, 
4. That to ſpend' an hour of ſuch a Day in Prayer, £* 
and all the: reſt of it in Idleneſs, Drinking, Revelling, Þ" 
Gaming, &c.. is. not to keep an Zoly, but a Licentious Þ"! 
Day. | 
- That there is no' need of keeping any ſuch-Days al 
in Commemoration' of the B:rth, Death, Reſurrefion, of Þ 
Alcenfion of Chriſt; becauſe God hath appointed #fty rw, P* 
every year for that very purpoſe. - | aa 
6. That to keep a day Holy to any Saint, is to make as 4 
Tdol of that Saint. WL 
7. That to keep a Day of Thankſgiving' to God for Þ** 
the: mercy -ſhewed-us, in bleſſing the World with ſud F* 


ſ 
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& (29) 
LKint, .is what God hath no where preſcribed, what 
wither. the Jews, nor Chriſtians in the firſt times ever 


 &;But if devout Perſons will ſet apart Days to give 
Bod thanks for any /iznal mercies, or to put up Prayers 
Yi any. people in diſtreſs, provided they. do. not mock 
d,-in giving him an Holy Hour inſtead of an Holy 


By, and ſpending the reſt of the Day in Idleneſs, Gam- 
Si, Drinking, &'c. Dillenters will never blame or con- 
Nemn them tor 1t. | 
g. Finally, Djſfenters will never ſeparate. from the 
tharch of England, for the true keeping of a Day Holy 
B:God, and do generally keep more fo than their Neigh: 
ours otherwiſe minded; but they will ſeparate from 
Me looſeneſs, and commonly prattiſed Profanation of 
or from the keeping Days to the Zonour of Saints, 
xr ſuch. as were only ſo in the Popes Kalendar , as 
KF: 6:orge, &c. None are more Religious to the keeping 
ys of. Publick Faſts and Thanksgivings than they are. 
Wthey do. not keep them with Conformable Miniſters, 
te reaſon-is not becauſe they will not keep them Ho- 
j, but becauſe they. will keep them more Solemn- 
Had: ſtrictly ; whatever. therefore is, this is not the 
m-cauſe of any perſons Separation. at leaſt of Separati- 
< Wn the Ordinary Aits of Communion. | 
And now. how happy ſhould we not only think our 
hes, but indeed be,would our Brertmren ( Sir ) but leave: 
hating how far it- is lawful for the Spouſe of Chriſt to: 
r.Communion with-the Great Whore, and only argue 
Wn far we come ſhort of Symbolizing with the Firſt and 
Wh. Goſpel Churches, of which we have Records in 
Woly. Writ? In. order to which we would: have our 
Writhrez underſtand, That the Term Church is not a: 
pn 7erm, but only ( truly ) applicable. to a Body of 
: people,. 
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( 30) | 
people, whom the Scripture hath firſt called byiy 
name. Thar in one notion-the Scripture calleth: none 
But the whole Body .of people in Heaven and Eat 
called out by Chriſt to the true Receiving, and 'extem 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel. "That thoſe who have. jy 
Received it, are partly in Heaven, and partly on Eanj 
both which make up the Church inviſible, one parr of 
which is Triumphant, the other Militant. That all thal 
who live on the Earth, and have received Chriſt in Pt 
feſſion , whether ſeriouſly or hypocritically make up thi 
Church Catholick viſible, which living in ſeveral Nation 
that part of them that lives in this . or that Nation; 
called the National -Church of ſuch a Nation ; but ag 
ther the Church conſidered as Pniverſal, or as Nation 
1s capable of any Government, but that of the Spirit 
Chrift ruling in the Fearts of Believers, and of Prin 
to whom they ought to be ſubject in things lawfi 
who may exerciſe their Power either by themſelves, 1 
by ſuch Commſſoners as they pleaſe, Dignified by wh 
Titles they think fit. Thar Governing Churches my 
have proper Officers, which cannot be, unleſs eled 
by the Governed, who ( by chuſing Repreſentatives 
ſit in Political Aſſemblies ) could- never part with th 
Right in chufing Officers, for the condu&t of their Sollf 
for themſelves, becauſe they could be preſumed to 
ſuch a thing, being much leſs then in giving them 
Power to determine- what Trades they ſhould uſe, 
what Tradeſmen they ſhould make uſe of for- their 
milies, &c. much leſs could they -give away the Rig 
of their Poſterity in the caſe ; the Right being by tif 
Will of God Per/ozal, not Relative : T hat there can 
no ſuch Election for the Catholick Charch, nor for at 
National Charch. ( All Chriſtians in the World, no 
Chriſtians in any Nation having nevet yet met togetl 


a Me doany =_W that Nature. ) That ſo many Baptized 
Melans 25 Will or can ſo meet together and chuſe Of}- 
ee, with ſuch Officers conſtitute a Governing Church. 
 Mhat.the Officers of ſuch Churches in a Nation meeting 
. Wether, may. be called a National Church, but have no 
oy of cenſeres, but only as Brethren to adviſe, and 
+ @ jadge of any Appels, and to withdraw Communio 
»on {ach whoſe Spirits will not be ſubjet to the Pro- 
lite, (which refuſers may- be called Separatiſts from 
tf National Church. That every Chriſtian is bound to 
im himſelf to ſome particular Chnrch exerciſing Go- 
nWranent ( according to the Law of Chriſt) that being 


- &roluntarily joyned, he ought to live in ſuch a place, 
ml be ordinarily may have Communion with that So- 
win the Duties of God's Worlhip, and . cannot ſepa- 
;+-efrom it ſo long as he continueth in ſuch a place as 
walls may joyn with 1t ; unleſs, 1. He finds ſuch errors in 
Wontitution, as (had they been known before to him) 


+Mohc tro have hindred his union with it, (in which ca» 
Wal know a man may lawtully, yea, and ought to 
Mut from the Woman taken for his Wife.) 2. Or he 
Ws that Chriſt is departed from that Body being turn- 
WM dolatrous, in which caſe God always faith to Peo- 
Lo ammi ; ( Thus Divorce is lawful in caſe of 
Whioredom, but in no other caſe.) 3. Or except thar 
dy will not admit him to abide in it, unleſs he will 
Whomeching, which his Conſcience tells him is- ſinful, 
ir WF beats him -out of Doors. 
o-parating in a'l theſe caſes we ſay is /awful, if not 
Wſfery ;- for in the two firſt caſes he ought to ſeparate. 
10 Witte laſt he may prudently and warily depart, he is 
nd at all/ times-to depart from it, in the practices 
ſich he | judgeth finful. He is not bound: always to 
tk with. any Church, where he cannot enjoy the 
| Ordinances 


(32) 7 
Ordinances of God , without doing what lie verily he, 
lieverh finful : Other Separation we, Sir, judge jj; 
This we judge no ſinful Separation. Separation. beings 
rerm of Motion , we muſt firſt agree in the term 2 qu 
from which ſuch motion muſt be, before we can 
feſs our ſelves Separatiſts, and $:hiſme ſignifying a'Rew 
in a Body, we muſt firſt agree the Body before we oat 
determine the Reut. Theſe, Sir, are our principles, of 
the falſhood of which we are ready to' receive Conyi 
tion, if any can charitably effeCt it ; but till then 
thus we believe, thus we ſpeak, accordingly we pu 
Etice. ; | 


From hence we conclude: r. That there can be ff 
| Separation from the @niverſal viſible Church, but bi 
Ferefie, or departing from the DofArine of the Goſpel 
or from the Ads of Worſhip performed in it. 
2. That there can be no other Separation from any 
tional Church. _ 
| 3. That there can be no ſinful Separation from a pul 
ticalar Church, with which we never had any Vnon,or owl 
to have had no Union, had we rightly underſtood whiff 
we.now know, or if 7t be lapſed to Idolatry, or ofa 
degenerated, that it caſts us out, becaufe we will nt if 
with it : Or we cannot lawfully enjoy all Ordinances if 
z', arcording to the 'rule preſcribed by our bleſſed 
and Maſter, 
If any have any other Notions of a Church, we kno 
| not upon what Scriptures they are founded, but do kno 
that we muſt make. our Notion of it agree with the 
Word, without which we had never hcard of ſuch 
thing as a Church, and it is no wonder if they all 
in their Notions Schiſmaticks and Separatiſts : Whig 
ſignify nothing, but ſuch as make a Rent in the a 
| tne 
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"36 ont have. been. Holy.and excellent men, till we 
af Gacheir, Notions, juſtified from \&dvly ity. C which a. 
"S log can determine: theſe things ).:we: muſt crave leave 
diſſent from them, and. believe that had they lived in 
| aur. times, they would have diſſented. from their own 
"wprebenſions under a more imperfect light, as we know 
fed Cranmer dif, and teſtified:itby his afferward dy-: 
 igg.in Teſtimony. of the: ſame Trath, for which he (but 
T 2iew years before) condemned the Holy Martyr.Zam- 
kt. It is therefore very impertinent to tell us what 
os | thers thought in theſe things, before their Eyes were 
fully; Cured, and though they faw, yet; it-was' but ike 
him in the Goſpel, who at firſt ſaw Mer lihe Trees, but 
F afcrwards ſaw clearer. None diſcerneth ſo well when 
| he firſt awakes from ſleep, as when he hath been ſome 
TY time-up, and hath the advantage of the Sun in the top 
| of the Meridzan. . What doth at ſignify: to. tell us. what 
F others before us thought, when we are-ſure they oughe 
F to have judged according to what Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
"F judged, who were before them. Which we profeſs to 
be our Rule, and are ready by that Ra/e to try any part 
of our Pradtice at any Bar of Reaſos. dire 
Do we not all own the fatne God; and 'Father >: The - 
ame inviſible Head of the Church Chriſt Jeſus: The 
7 fame Holy Scriptures, as the Body of Divine Laws? The 
' fame Prince clothed with the fame Authority in the 
. Church,- as. any. good Xing of {ſrael. and. Fadab, which 
F was to put God's Laws. 1n it in Execition,- and: what 
more we have not Learned ? What do we then contend: 
7 SA, | F about ? 
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about # All of. us pretend:to-be on: our: journey to Bla if 
ven, and to be —_— to take'the way which God tak 
dire&ed, but one faith 'tis this, another faith it is'thar, 
both agree that by one or the other way- they may- come 
thither at laſt ; only: one thinks, that-if going this way, 
he ſhould ſuffer leſs, his Works ſhall in the great' day be 
barnt up; and-he: ſaved as by Fire : Another thinks this' 
is a:miſtake, and he ſhall in-that other-way- come thither 
with- more eaſe; hath either of rheſe reaſon to Cudgeb 
his Brother into the way which he preferrs. Will any 
fay that God -hath commanded- Members of the Church: 
to walk together? Are then-all the Churches of God U- 
niform-in their Rites: or Forms 2 Or what Precept have 
we for -a further Union betwixt the Members of a Nati- 
onal particular Church, than for the Members of the Yni: iſ 
 werſal Charch-2: Nay, is there any National Church, in 
which- all the ' particular Churches: are Uniform to a 
Form. or-a Rite? Is there any Parochial Aſſembly where' 
all the Members are ſo? and are they Schi/maticks on 
this account; becauſe they are not 2 What excuſeth them? 
Do they not meet by themſelves, and is-that- the mat- 
rer 2- Surely: cach-Pariſh meeteth by ir ſelf, and' all good 
peopte in the ſamePariſh-would do ſo too, if they could: 
meer with the reſt, and hear their own Paſtors: Or 
could be admitted to the Lord's Supper; or have their: 
Children Baptized without doing what they verily be- 
lieve ſinful. | Sv 110 
But there is no end of theſe reaſonings ; Let'us firſt 
be agreed-in the true Notion of a: Church with power to 
Govern, and of  Ecclefaſtical Laws; We ſhall quick 
ly agree other things. | 
. Till rhoſe things be agreed, -we yainly diſcourſe o- 
ther-things.* Diffenters all agree:the 197h of the 39, Ar- 
ticles, TT har- | Tory | 
«The 
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#-The viſible Church of Chriſt is-a-Congregition of 
«faithful Men, in the which-the pure Word of 
| «God is Preached, and the Sacraments be duly Ad- - 
* miniſtred according to Chriſts order, in all thoſe 
«things that are of neceſſity requiſite to the fame. 
| that ſuch a Ehurch, as well as the Church of Rome 
err, not only in their Ziving and manner of Cere- 
wes, but alſo 7» 'matters of Faith, as did the Church 
[Hieraſalem, Antioch and Alexandria : But they can- 
+ ores the twentieth, and do not know whether it 
w of the (ame date, or made by tlie fame perſons 
the other yea or no; they agree the 21. Ar- 
2 { underſtood of Chriſtian Proteſtant Princes ) they 
- Wree the 37. Article, they are” not ſo well agreed as to 
\ B+ 34/6; about Traditions. Let theſe two great points 
ir) about the true Notion of* a' Governing Church (for 
ffich a one none will ſay the 192h:'is to be underſtood) 
x Ecclefraſtical Laws be firſt agreed, other things wil 
il in. But 'till thoſe be: agreed, we come not near 
he root of the matter, - but play only with Homonymous 
ms, by which one man underſtands one thing, ano- 
kr man underſtands another. 
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Now-the God of peace, which brought again from the 
dead our: Lord Feſus, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep ; through ihe Blood of the everlaſtinz Cove- 

. mant,. 

Make us perfeit in every good work , working .in us 
that which is well pleaſing in his ſight through Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom be Glory for ever. Amen. Heb, 13. 
20, .2.1, | 
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